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but evidently they did not bear in mind what I told them, I had it
from a Portuguese pilot whom the English captured, a man
thoroughly acquainted with all this course. They told him their
plans for the present year and did not keep him with them because
he fell dangerously ill. They sent him to shore nearly dead in a small
boat. I made friends \vith him and he told me everything and I
reported fully to the Audiemia. God was pleased to keep the ships
from Santo Domingo out of the hands of these thieves this time.
Next year it would be well for His Majesty to command them to sail
by way of Cape San Antonio, these galleys to await them there,
those from Santo Domingo (if they are in condition) to escort them
as far as Cape Tiburon.

The captain in command of the said English ships last year was
named Irishe1 native of the Isle of Wight2 and they were sent out
by George Carey3, Master of the Wight.

If anything else of importance (p. 3) occurs I will inform your
honour, whom God preserve, etc.

Havana, July 2 23 1588.

Pedro de Arana (Rubric).

Document No. 63*
[Pedro Alvarez de Ruesga5 to the Crown, Havana, July 23,
1588]
OP-i)                                 t
Sire . . .
. . . On July 6 we received word that 20 leagues from Havana
there were two English ships with two pinnaces. We started for
them immediately and could not find them, but we did find part of
the fleet from Santo Domingo, some ships of which we assembled
and with them returned to Havana, since we had no news of enemies.
As we were escorting them we came upon a ship which had gone
1... Tres ... (Captain William Irishe.)                      2 .. .ysla de Viqiu...
8 ... Jorge Carlos, sefior detta...
* A, del., 54-2-4, Santo Domingo 128. i pliego, original.
5 Captain commanding the galley Brava, one of two stationed at Havana.